5970: two 5870 GPUs,
two gigabytes of GDORS,
a card that's more than

The XFX Radeon HD
a foot long.
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XFX Radeon HD 5970

DirectX 11 CrossFire on a stick

he recipe; Take two of the fastest GFUs

on the planet capable of running

DirectX 11, specially chosen for their
low voltage leakage. Toss in two gigabytes
of high-speed GDDRES memory. Mix all
ingredients into a card with high-end Japanese
solid capacitors and a souped-up thermal
dissipation system. The result: the XFX Radeon
HI} 5970—a GFU so yummy, you may even go
back for seconds.

While the product name doesn't hint at the
card’s dual-GPLU nature, there's no mistaking
the presence of two graphics chips when you
check out the back of the board, Then there's
the sheer size of it At more than 12 inches,
your'll need a high-end PC case that's deep
encugh to handle this menster, Youllneed a
heefy power supply, too, since the HD 5970
burns 204W at full threttle—and that's if you
don't overclock it. The good news is the card
consumes just 42\ at idle, less than double the
idle power of a single HD 5870, thanks to an
enhanced deep-sleep mode for the slave GPLL

AMD built in a number of enhancements
over its previous dual-GPL effort, the 4570 X2,
The card now sparts a full-length vapor cham
ber mounted on the back of the board, which
enables the card to support up to 400W of heat
dissipation—enough headroom for some sen-
ous overclocking, A simplistic overvolting tool
is available on AMD's website, allowing you to
tweak the voltage setting a little higher in order
to push clock speeds—albeit at the expense of
additional power consumption.

The HD 5370 does make a few compro-
mises in order to shoehorn 4 billion transis-
tors worth of GPUs onto one card, Core
and memory clocks are lower than on the
single-GPU Radeon HD 5870, at 725MHz and

1,000MHz. respectively (versus the HD 58705
B50MEz and 1,200MHz). AMD has built in lots
of overhead. so if you have good case cooling
and a suitable PSLU, you can push the clock
speed much higher if you want. One other
compromise is the use of a mini-DisplayPort
connector. This kept all three display con-
nectors on one expansion slot cover, so that

a full-height exhaust could be added to the
second slot cover.

DK, 5o the card is physically large and
burns nearly 300W at full throttle. But does it
perform? Yes, Virginia, this card does indeed
deliver the goods. Its the fastest single graph-
ics card we've ever tested. At 5600, this card
had better be fast. XFX’s limited lifetime war-
ranty. complete with the ability to trans{er said
warranty when you resell the card, eases that
financial pain a bit.

What vou get for your six C-bills is an
incredibly speedy graphics card that delivers
tremendous gaming performance and doesn't
eat kilowats when idle, 5o if what you want
is the fastest graphics card you can buy, then
the XFX Radeon HD 5970 is the card for you.
Just make sure your case
can handle it. —LOYD CASE
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hat do you get if yvou put

two of the fastest GPUs
in the world on a single board,
along with a whepping 2GB
of GDDRS memory? Only the
fastest videocard ever! With
Nwidia's fall refresh MIA, the
HI 5970 is the only game in
town. While the board sports
two of the same GPUs as found
on the 5870, they're clocked
slightly slower, by default
Intrepid overclockers with a
thirst for power can overclack
their 5970s—but only if their
P5L is beefy enough to handle
the load. www.aticom

B THEREST OF THEBEST

m High-End Processor
Inkel 2.336Hz Core i7-975
www.intel.com

m Midrange Processor
Intel 2.8GHz Core i7-8460
www.intel.com

m Budget Processor
Intel 2.66GHz Corei5-750
wwww.intal.com

m LGA1346 Motharboard
M5! Eclipse SL1
WL MSi.com

For even more Best of the Best entries, such as speakers and budget components, go to hitp-fwwas maximumps comihest-of-the-best

m LGA1156 Motherboard
Gigabyte GA-P55-UD4

www.gigabyte,us

m Socket AMZ Motherboard
MSI KFAZ Platinum
www.msi.com.tw

m 5250 Videocard
ATl Radeon 5850
wwaw.ali.com

u 5150 Videocard
ATl Radeon 4870
wwnw.ati.com

| Capacity Hard Drive
Western Digital Caviar
Black 2TB
wewwLwide.com

® Performance Storage
Palriot Torgx 128GE 550
woww.paltristmem.com

u DVD Burner
Samsung SH-5223
WWW.EBMSUNG.Com

m Blu-ray Drive
Pioneer BDR-2203
wwnipioneerelectronics.com

m Full-Tower Case
Cooler Master ATCS 840
www.coolermaster.com

= Mid-Tower Case
Silverstone Fortress
www.sitverstonetek.com

® Gaming Mouse
Logitech G7x Laser Mouss
www.logitech.com

® Gaming Keyboard
Logitech G19 Keyboard
waw. Llogitech.com

mTheSaboteur

hittp:/fdraganage.

Games we are playing

the-sabateur
m Dragon Age
bigware.com
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